
Active/Passive Voice
(57a)

Directions: The passive voice takes the emphasis off the doer and places it on the receiver of the action.  Active voice emphasizes the doer—almost always making your sentence stronger.  Rewrite the following sentences using active voice.

1. The car was rebuilt by John and Josie.

2. Who was chosen to be best man in Frank’s wedding?

3. This incredible hat was left to me by my late grandmother.

4. On their honeymoon, Jack and Sophie were constantly bothered by the guests across the hall.

5. It was decided that Jeff would drive Artie home.

6. The dog was seen cuddling with the cat on the sofa.

7. The wrist shot was blocked by the attentive goalie.

8. We were taught to play the piano by old Mrs. Riggenbalm.

9. The tent was folded up and put away by the tired and grumpy campers.

10. My wallet was stolen by a scraggly, foul-smelling man in a trench coat.

11. Compose a sentence using active voice with the captain as the subject.

12. Compose a sentence using passive voice with the captain as the subject.

13. Compose a sentence in active voice.

14. Compose a sentence in passive voice.


